Creative Writing
Course Sessions:
Friday 11:45 – 12:15
Dates: 



8/28/07 - 1/10/08






1/15/07- 5/29/08

	
	San Diego Academy

	Campus hours
	T,Th,F  8-4       619 358 9408

	Personal contact
	760 622 5370         7 a.m-6 p.m
	lthibodeaux@juliancharterschool.org


I have class Monday evening and will not be able to return calls after 5:00 on Mondays.
	Teacher: Lisa Thibodeaux

	Class website     www.lisasclassroom.com

	Email      lthibodeaux@juliancharterschool.org
Saved Favorites http://delicious.com/CreativeWritingStudents 

Password: thibodeaux4english


COURSE DESCRIPTION

This class will provide students with opportunities to analyze and create different literary genres (types) from traditional forms such as: poetry, short fiction and plays to modern forms of creative expression such as screen writing and multimedia scripting. Students will read and analyze poetry, short stories, plays, screenplays, and multimedia projects, keep a journal about their writing process and explore creativity through writing activities. Students can add graphics, video, and sound to their creative writing projects, and publish their works electronically. The writings produced in this course are over-and-above the writings required in their English course.
CONTENT OBJECTIVES

This course follows the California state standards, ISTE technology standards for students, and the framework for 21st century learning. Students will:

· Engage in discussion about where ideas come from and how they are represented in different genres and art forms

· Apply their understanding of genre, culture, and life experience to creating individual works through the writing process. 
· Become critical thinkers and readers, coached in critical response to writing so that they and others may become stronger writers as a result of peer writing groups. 
· Research and identify mentor texts, pieces of literature that have qualities of effective writing including voice, word choice, organization, idea development, conventions, and presentation.
· Look to the culturally rich resources in our society for inspiration and modification of written works.
· Research new artists, authors, poets, and screenwriters to find a style and a new perspective on common themes such as struggle, love, greed, and competition. 
· Use mentor texts to mimic the style of successful published authors to add to the students’ voice and style
· Incorporate resource-based assignments and projects for students
· Collaborate with resource centre staff and other teachers in planning and teaching units or modules
· Explore a variety of sources, databases, and resource centers for both information and enjoyment
· Develop knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to become lifelong learners
· Plan, monitor, and evaluate their own learning
· Discuss writing and literature encountered outside of school in order to discover relationships between it and in-class learning experiences.

Students will engage in the craft of the writing process. This will guide our class discussions of literature, motivate our studies of grammar, and vocabulary development. Students can expect to be assessed every month on their target learning goals. Students will participate in each step of the writing process including publication in various forms. Students will engage in expository, descriptive, narrative, poetic, memoir, and . Students will receive about 2 hours of homework each week.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS

Discussion, oral and silent reading, oral presentations, research papers, essays, short answer  and multiple choice quizzes, creative projects, notes, tests, reenactments, the writing process, analysis, synthesis, worksheets, journal writing, peer evaluation, graphic organizers,  debate, and dramatization, 

REQUIRED MATERIALS
3 ring binder
Notebook paper

Spiral notebook
Highlighters 


Writer’s Notebook  25%

Participation/Class work 15% 

Process Pieces 20%

Tests/Final 10%
Book Talks (2 each semester) 10%

Personal Project 20%

Written Assessment: For each unit students will compose an original work, and/or create a project using a combination of media, primary and secondary sources. Formal assessment i.e. tests and quizzes will be given at the beginning and end of each unit, The writer’s notebook will serve as a record of student’s progress through the genres studied. Students will assess themselves on their progress, understanding of literature, and writing process. Informal assessment will occur on a daily basis via class discussion, journaling, homework review, and presentations. Students will be required to use a variety of technological resources in the drafting and completion of their written work and oral presentations. 

Class rules

1. Be Respectful of classmates, the teacher, resources, and different opinions
Respect shows in the words you choose, the attitude you have, and how you treat others, be nice!

2. Be Prepared: for class discussions, group work, tests, and presentations

Prepared scholars have their required materials: pens (blue, black, and your choice), paper, the completed assignment due, and show evidence of having read the required assignment by contributing to the discussion and asking questions

3. Be Accountable: for the information covered, working on and achieving your goals, to yourself and your peer groups. Accountable scholars get help when they need it by using provided materials first, asking peers, and if still in doubt, contacting the teacher. If you cannot find the answer from any one of those sources, use iSeek, Ask, or other study aids i.e. Spark Notes

Grading Policy Turn in all homework through the class Gmail before the start of each class. Each of you has your own folder where you will upload the homework. Bring a printed copy of the homework with you to class. If you do not use the Gmail Documents to upload your homework after the first two weeks of school you will receive a 20% deduction on each assignment. Late work is only accepted within two weeks of the due date. For each day you are late, the grade will drop 10%. 

Academic Honesty: We all work hard to create our work. Plagiarism is stealing someone else's ideas and not giving them credit. All students will sign a contract agreeing to not plagiarize at the beginning of the semester. The Internet makes it very easy for me to tell where you gathered your information and if you gave credit. ALL resources need to be cited: visual media: photos, maps, cartoons, video, audio media: sound bytes, songs and samples, written media: websites, published documents, and peer work must show the correct citation.

Discipline Policy: Students are expected to behave appropriately in class. This includes staying focused on the task at hand, respecting the person who is speaking by listening attentively and taking notes when content is discussed. Students need to come prepared and ready for discussion. If a student is rude to other students, defiant, or disrespectful, he or she will face the following consequences:

1. Verbal warning

2. Seat change, moved closer to the teacher

3. Behavior log, letter to the teacher/principal identifying the offending behavior, and explanation of actions

4. Sent to the academy coordinator’s office

5. Call home

Some offenses, such as violent behavior, will result in an immediate dismissal from the classroom and meeting with the academy coordinator.

Standards for this course

1. Writing is a recursive process in which writers revisit the stages of writing—prewriting, 
drafting, revising, and editing—on their journey to a finished product. 
2. Writers use a variety of writing strategies to generate content, structure (e.g., literary 
analysis, creative nonfiction, or reflective nonfiction), and meaning to clarify 
understanding.   
3. Student writers employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing 
process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of 
purposes.  
4. Student writers benefit from reading like a writer, noticing in the texts they read how 
authors construct sentences, organizational patterns, and whole texts. Similarly, students 
benefit from writing like a reader, integrating into the texts they write some of the 
sentence patterns and patterns of organization they have encountered in their reading.   
5. Student writers conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and 
questions, and by posing problems. They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a 
variety of sources (e.g., print and non-print texts, artifacts, people) to communicate their 
discoveries in ways that suit their purpose and audience.   
6. Student writers use telecommunications to write, collaborate, publish, and interact with 
peers, experts, and other audiences.  
7. Student writers use a variety of media and formats to communicate information and ideas 
effectively to multiple audiences.    

Guiding Principles: Argumentation 
1. The study of argument is a vital part of the English language arts curriculum. 
2. Argument is central to the development of students’ thinking in all disciplines 
and in the discussion of public issues. Speakers and writers marshal and interpret 
evidence in service of their ideas, interpretations, and recommendations for 
action. 
3. Arguments are constructed for particular purposes, audiences, and contexts, and 
can employ a range of conventions of genre and presentational form. 
4. The reading of argument helps readers understand how writers anticipate the 
beliefs and knowledge base of their audiences and structure the presentation of 
their own claims and the data that support them. 
5. An important aspect of constructing argument is synthesizing data and 
viewpoints from diverse sources of information, not only written texts but also 
visual and quantitative data. 
College Board. English Language Arts Framework
SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS

August 27 – September 4 

think of the writing in terms of discovery, which is to say that creation must take place between the pen and the paper, not before in a thought or afterwards in a recasting." (Gertrude Stein)
Writing as a process – what is a living document?

Writing as cultural identification and exploration

Creative writing as a representation of internal strength, struggle, and sacrifice

Establishing significance of writing conferences – what to bring , keeping record, making goals

Craft lingo – writing basics – voice, tone, hook, and development

List-group-label – 

Memoir

Metaphor poem

Theme #1 Nature

September  11-25

Poetry – structured and unstructured

Open mic poetry

Poet inspirations

Writing poetry

Poetry reflections and offshoots

Memorable lines

Poetry Notebook Project

Theme #2 Love

October 2 -30
Fiction many tales to tell

Character and setting working to complement each other

Development and distractions

5 rules of fiction

Theme #3 Seasons

November 6-20
Mythology – the origin of heroes, villains, and archetypes

World literature – patterns, people, fables and legends

Plot lines – tale as old as time

Media interpretations of myth

Student generated multi media myth – a retelling or original story

Theme #4 Power 

December 3-17
Creative Nonfiction

EBSCO interests – detective writing, uncovering the truth, setting aside the bias, 

Interviews, data, and the art of retelling

Creating a profile

CDW and expository writing

Including images and writing with hyperlinks

Theme #5 Responsibility

January 8-15
Continuing your craft 

Choose a project you started and develop it 

Consider what resources you need, interviews that would add voice, perspective and another dimension to your writing

Exploring creativity through song 

Theme #6 Change 

Second Semester Plans TBA

Themes to consider 

Theme #7 Travel

Theme #8 Heroics

Theme #9 Protection

Theme #10 Compromise
