English I/9
#1276/  #1290


Course Sessions:	Monday/Wednesday 3:16-4:11 p.m.

Dates: 				8/28/07 - 1/10/08	Theme: Competition
				1/15/07- 5/29/08	Theme: Human struggle
Office Hours: I am on campus two days a week and available by email six days a week, Sunday-Friday. 
If a student has questions, requires assistance or needs clarification he or she may contact me at the academy at 760 639 3700 9 a.m.-3 p.m. or directly at 760 622 5370 4-6 p.m.
 I have class Monday evening and will not be able to return calls after 5:00 on Mondays. 	
	
Teacher: Lisa Thibodeaux 760 622 5370 
I will not return calls after 6 p.m.

	Personal website     www.lisasclassroom.com

	Email      lthibodeaux@juliancharterschool.org
Google chat: lisagthibodeaux14@gmail.com




COURSE DESCRIPTION

In English I/9, Literature and Composition, students will combine the study of literature with a strong focus on writing. Students will read a variety of recommended authors and genres. They will write in response to literature and to their own personal experience (journal, reflective, narrative, and descriptive.) Emphasis in the writing process is on the mechanics of generating ideas, writing precise sentences, and learning and using vocabulary. This course will cover traditional grammar and its use and related skills such as spelling, oral communication, writing, study skills, and library/research use.

CONTENT OBJECTIVES

This course follows the California state standards, National Education Technology Standards for Students (NETS-S), and the 21st Century Learning Framework. Students will be required to create content on the internet, contribute to online discussions, analyze and interpret stories, plays, novels, and current events. Throughout the year, students will give presentations of learning based on what they read and can now demonstrate through technology and personal practice. 


Students will engage in the craft of the writing process. This will guide our class discussions of literature, motivate our studies of grammar, and vocabulary development. Students can expect to be assessed every month on their target learning goals. Students will participate in each step of the writing process including publication in various forms. Students will be required to give oral presentations, participate in class discussions, and complete one research project per semester. 
	
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS

Online and face to face discussion, in class mini lessons, dramatic presentations, research papers, essays, short answer and multiple choice quizzes, creative projects, notes, tests, reenactments, the writing process, analysis, synthesis, worksheets, journal writing, peer evaluation, graphic organizers,  debate, and dramatization, 

REQUIRED MATERIALS
3 ring binder
Dividers: Literary Analysis, Writing Strategies, Class Handouts 
Blue or black pen
Green or red pen for corrections
Post-it notes both the small and 2x2 sizes
Spiral notebook (2)
Highlighters 
Flash drive – 1 gigabyte


ASSESSMENT
Papers/Projects  25% --20% for English 9
Online Participation/Class work 10% 
Portfolio 10%
Final exam 15%
Homework 20% -- 25% for English 9
Tests and Quizzes 20%

Written Assessment: For each unit students will compose an analytical essay, and/or create a project using a combination of media, primary and secondary sources. Formal assessment i.e. tests and quizzes will be given at the middle and end of each unit, timed writings will serve as an assessment twice a semester. Students will assess themselves on their progress, understanding of literature, and writing process. Informal assessment will occur on a daily basis via class discussion, journaling, homework review, and group presentations. Students will be required to use a variety of technological resources in the drafting and completion of their written work and oral presentations. 
Class rules
1. Be Respectful of classmates, the teacher, resources, and different opinions
Respect shows in the words you choose, the attitude you have, and how you treat others, be nice!
2. Be Prepared: for class discussions, group work, tests, and presentations
Prepared scholars have their required materials: pens (blue, black, and your choice), paper, the completed assignment due, and show evidence of having read the required assignment by contributing to the discussion and asking questions
3. Be Accountable: for the information covered, working on and achieving your goals, to yourself and your peer groups. Accountable scholars get help when they need it by using provided materials first, asking peers, and if still in doubt, contacting the teacher. If you cannot find the answer from any one of those sources, use iSeek, Ask, or other study aids i.e. Spark Notes

Grading Policy Turn in all homework through the class Gmail before the start of each class. Each of you has your own folder where you will upload the homework. Bring a printed copy of the homework with you to class. If you do not use the Gmail Documents to upload your homework after the first two weeks of school you will receive a 20% deduction on each assignment. Late work is only accepted within two weeks of the due date. For each day you are late, the grade will drop 10%. 

Academic Honesty: We all work hard to create our work. Plagiarism is stealing someone else's ideas and not giving them credit. All students will sign a contract agreeing to not plagiarize at the beginning of the semester. The Internet makes it very easy for me to tell where you gathered your information and if you gave credit. ALL resources need to be cited: visual media: photos, maps, cartoons, video, audio media: sound bytes, songs and samples, written media: websites, published documents, and peer work must show the correct citation.

Discipline Policy: Students are expected to behave appropriately in class. This includes staying focused on the task at hand, respecting the person who is speaking by listening attentively and taking notes when content is discussed. Students need to come prepared and ready for discussion. If a student is rude to other students, defiant, or disrespectful, he or she will face the following consequences:
1. Verbal warning
2. Seat change, moved closer to the teacher
3. Behavior log, letter to the teacher/principal identifying the offending behavior, and explanation of actions
4. Sent to the academy coordinator’s office
5. Call home
Some offenses, such as violent behavior, will result in an immediate dismissal from the classroom and meeting with the academy coordinator.

SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS

This is a projected list of stories and writing projects we will be working on this year. This list and dates are subject to change. 

August 24 – September 9 
Focus Standards 
	· Students analyze, evaluate, and elaborate ideas about a single issue obtained from primary and secondary sources. (R.2.5) 
· Students find and understand word derivations. (R.1.1)
· Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements, including title page presentation, pagination, spacing and margins, and integration of source and support material (e.g., in-text citation, use of direct quotations, paraphrasing) with appropriate citations. (W. 1.5)

	Public Documents: Who are we? What are we here for? Writing a class constitution, exploring the standards and identifying personal and class goals
Reading:  Public Documents
U.S. Constitution – Heading, subheading, formal speech, organization and idea development
Organization’s constitution Vocabulary Study: words derived from Greek roots
Grammar: Essential components: subject/verb identification and agreement

	Students will review the U.S. Constitution and the National Honors Society constitution to identify what the purpose of a constitution is, what to include in a constitution, and the events that call for a constitution. 
Students will review and discuss the standards that will frame their learning during this school year including the English Language Arts standards, the technology standards, and the 21st century framework that identifies our school’s Expected Schoolwide Learning Results. 
Students will engage in writing a class constitution to identify our class goals, rights, and responsibilities. 


Monday, September 7 labor day
Wednesday, September 16 no class Staff Day

September 18 – October 4
	· Students explain how the interactions between main and subordinate characters affect the plot. (R.3.3) 
· Students determine a character’s traits by what she/he says in dramatic monologue and/or soliloquy, narration, and dialogue. (R.3.4)
Students write clear and focused essays that convey a well-defined view point and tightly reasoned argument.  The writing demonstrates students’ awareness of the audience and purpose. 
The essays
· Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis
· Convey a clear and distinctive perspective
· Maintain a consistent tone and focus
· Contain
precise language 
action verbs 
sensory details 
appropriate modifiers 
active rather than the passive voice (W 1.1, 1.2).
· Students support main ideas in the body of their essays with supporting evidence.  The supporting evidence will:
Integrate quotes and citations into the body of the paper while maintaining the flow of ideas
· Use appropriate conventions for documenting sources in the body of the paper (MLA) (W 1.4, 1.6, 1.7) Students revise essays in order to improve:
Logic
Coherence of the organization
Controlling perspective
Tone
Consideration of audience and purpose formality of context (W 1.9)

	Short Story Unit

“Most Dangerous Game”  Richard Connell 
Identifying and analyzing plot structure and character relationships

“Cask of Amontillado” Edgar Allen Poe Author study, cross genre study: how are ideas presented across media; biography, short story, letter, newspaper article

“The Necklace” Guy de Maupassant choice of narrator, effect on story
Word study: derivations

“Gift of the Magi” O. Henry: irony, setting, choice of narrator, 
	Students will read several short stories and discuss the structure of story, techniques authors use to create characters, conflict, and setting. 



October 12-November 25 

	· Students explain how the interactions between main and subordinate characters affect the plot. (R.3.3) 
· Students determine a character’s traits by what she/he says in dramatic monologue and/or soliloquy, narration, and dialogue. (R.3.4)
· Students identify and describe the function of dialogue, scene designs, soliloquies, asides, and character foils in dramatic literature. (R.3.10)
· Students explain the relationship between an author’s purpose and her/his choice of form of dramatic literature (e.g., comedy, tragedy, drama, dramatic monologue). (R.3.1)
· Recognize and understand the significance of various literary devices, including figurative language, imagery, allegory, and symbolism, and explain their appeal. (R.3.7) 
· Student will write narrative responses that achieve the following standard: 
· Students write narratives that demonstrate an understanding of time and mood, sequence of events, interior monologue, and shifting perspectives. (W.2.1)

	Literature: Romeo and Juliet
Research Paper and Shakespeare Theme Park

	Students will read the classic play by William Shakespeare and discuss how interactions between major and minor characters shape plot.
Use of figures of speech, dialog, monolog, narration, and soliloquy to establish purpose, conflict, and intent. 

Students will conduct a study on an Elizabethan topic of choice including fashion, crime and punishment, the Black Plague, weddings and feasts, sports and/or entertainment, theater, or cultural customs

Students will be required to use EBSCO, a research database in addition to internet searches and library research.


Focus Standards

Exploration of Craft: Organizing the Research Process 
Introduction to Research
Vocabulary Study: words derived from Greek roots
October 25 Mid Learning Period Assessment

October 30 – November 15
· Research paper standards 
· Students prepare a bibliography of reference materials for a report. (R.2.2)
· Students analyze, evaluate, and elaborate ideas about a single issue obtained from primary and secondary sources. (R.2.5) 
· Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis
· Convey a clear and distinctive perspective
· Maintain a consistent tone and focus
· Contain
· precise language 
· action verbs 
· sensory details 
· appropriate modifiers 
· active rather than the passive voice (W 1.1, 1.2).
· Students support main ideas in the body of their essays with supporting evidence.  The supporting evidence will:
· Integrate quotes and citations into the body of the paper while maintaining the flow of ideas
· Use appropriate conventions for documenting sources in the body of the paper (MLA) (W 1.4, 1.6, 1.7) Students revise essays in order to improve:
· Logic
· Coherence of the organization
· Controlling perspective
· Tone
· Consideration of audience and purpose formality of context (W 1.9)
Literary Analysis standards
· Students find and understand word derivations. (R.1.1)
· Students interpret the denotative and connotative meanings of words. (R.1.2)
· a. Demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of the significant ideas of literary works.
· b. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text or to other works.
· c. Demonstrate awareness of the author’s use of stylistic devices (specifically literary devices) and an appreciation of the effects created.
· d. Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text.
All essays submitted will be typed and in all proper format and follow all rules of grammar.
· Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, and syntax. (W. 1.3)
· Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements, including title page presentation, pagination, spacing and margins, and integration of source and support material (e.g., in-text citation, use of direct quotations, paraphrasing) with appropriate citations. W. 1.5
Wednesday, November 18 no class Staff Day
November 26, 27 Have a great Thanksgiving
	a. Demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of the significant ideas of literary works.
b. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text or to other works.
c. Demonstrate awareness of the author’s use of stylistic devices (specifically literary devices) and an appreciation of the effects created.
d. Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text.

	Poetry Study
	Students will study poetry form, technique, and engage in writing their own poems, in addition to poetry analysis. 

Poets include: William Wordsworth, Emily Dickenson, Alfred Lord Tennyson, William Shakespeare, Claude McKay, Alice Walker and Carl Sandburg



December 16 Staff Day, no school
December 21-January 1 Winter Break

January 4-8 
Completion of Poetry Unit 
Final Review 
January 11, 13 Finals
January 18 Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
January 19 SECOND SEMESTER BEGINS

January 19- March 9
	· Students explain how the interactions between main and subordinate characters affect the plot. (R.3.3) 
· Students determine a character’s traits by what she/he says in dramatic monologue and/or soliloquy, narration, and dialogue. (R.3.4)
· Students analyze the way in which a work of literature is related to the themes and issues of its historic period. (R.3.12)
· 2.2: Write Responses to Literature
· a. Demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of the significant ideas of literary works.
· b. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text or to other works.
· c. Demonstrate awareness of the author’s use of stylistic devices (specifically literary devices) and an appreciation of the effects created.
· d. Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text. Students compare and contrast the presentation of theme in a variety of genres and how the genre shapes the theme. (R.3.2)
The student should be able to determine characteristics of a character by what he or she says within a story. (ie: Scout narrates To Kill a Mockingbird, what do we know about her character by what she says and how she describes it to the reader?)

Figurative Language is an important part of the stories we read and is used to create effects within a piece of literature, the student should be able to identify the literary device and tell what purpose it had within the story.
· Students analyze how an author uses various literary devices to develop time and sequence events. (R.3.6)
· Recognize and understand the significance of various literary devices, including figurative language, imagery, allegory, and symbolism, and explain their appeal. (R.3.7)
· Explain how voice, persona, and the choice of a narrator affect characterization and the tone, plot, and credibility of a text. (3.9) Students write narratives that demonstrate an understanding of time and mood, sequence of events, interior monologue, and shifting perspectives. (W.2.1) 

	Literature: To Kill a Mockingbird CP Black Boy  non-cp 
Grammar: units as needed

	Students will study a historical fiction novel while researching the events surrounding the setting. 

Students will be introduced to debate, argument style, evidence, and character analysis. 

Students will engage in character analysis thorugh character journals, character ABC books, and character sketches – both written and artistic.

Students will write a multi media research paper about a theme or event in the 1930s



January 31 Mid Learning Period Assessment

February 5-February 21
Written Analysis needs to:
· Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis
· Convey a clear and distinctive perspective
· Maintain a consistent tone and focus
· Contain
· precise language 
· action verbs 
· sensory details 
· appropriate modifiers 
· active rather than the passive voice (W 1.1, 1.2).
· Students support main ideas in the body of their essays with supporting evidence.  The supporting evidence will:
· Integrate quotes and citations into the body of the paper while maintaining the flow of ideas
· Use appropriate conventions for documenting sources in the body of the paper (MLA) (W 1.4, 1.6, 1.7) Students revise essays in order to improve:
· Logic
· Coherence of the organization
· Controlling perspective
· Tone
· Consideration of audience and purpose formality of context (W 1.9)

Research Paper Standards:
Through selected readings (teacher/specialist will help you choose) students will look at information about the same topic from several sources.
· Students analyze, evaluate, and elaborate ideas about a single issue obtained from primary and secondary sources. (R.2.5) 
· Students analyze how an author uses various literary devices to develop time and sequence events. (R.3.6)
· Recognize and understand the significance of various literary devices, including figurative language, imagery, allegory, and symbolism, and explain their appeal. (R.3.7)
· Explain how voice, persona, and the choice of a narrator affect characterization and the tone, plot, and credibility of a text. (3.9)
· 

March 15-25
	· udents interpret the denotative and connotative meanings of words. (R.1.2)
· Students identify word origins. (R.1.3) Students compare and contrast the presentation of theme in a variety of genres and how the genre shapes the theme. (R.3.2)
· Students determine a character’s traits by what she/he says in dramatic monologue and/or soliloquy, narration, and dialogue. (R.3.4)
Figurative Language is an important part of the stories we read and is used to create effects within a piece of literature, the student should be able to identify the literary device and tell what purpose it had within the story.
· Students analyze how an author uses various literary devices to develop time and sequence events. (R.3.6)
· Recognize and understand the significance of various literary devices, including figurative language, imagery, allegory, and symbolism, and explain their appeal. (R.3.7)
· Explain how voice, persona, and the choice of a narrator affect characterization and the tone, plot, and credibility of a text. (3.

	Poetry review, introduction to mythology
The Odyssey part 1







March 29- April2 Spring Break

	Students will continue to study the origin of words from Greek myths, discuss the similarities and differences of themes found in The Odyssey and To Kill a Mockingbird or  Black Boy.
Students will bring in articles from magazines, newspapers, or websites that share the theme of judgment, justice and injustice.
Students will write an essay on the comparison of themes across genre in addition to the literary analysis of The Odyssey




April 5-9 The Odyssey part 2

April12-15 CST Review and test taking strategies

April 19-23 California Standardized Testing

April 26-May 4 Odyssey Part 2 – Same standards will be covered

May 5 – May 14 
Of Mice and Men or House on Mango Street and choice book a list will be provided for you to choose from to write a comparison on the novels you read and the standards addressed. Students will write personal and reflective narratives. A review of the standards covered this semester will guide the reading comprehension. 

Grammar units as needed

May 17-May 20 Final Review

May 24-May 27 Finals


Days and topics are subject to change due to student needs and class decision making. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

I have read and discussed this syllabus and will abide by class policies, guidelines and grading policy.   


______________________________________________________________________
    Student signature                                                                                               Date 

______________________________________________________________________
    Parent/Guardian signature                                                                                Date     
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